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1111 Wcshingtqn Avenue, 6th floor Albany, NY 12210 phone 518.426.4058 fax 518.426.4059 Website: www.nysedc.org

Brian T, McMahon
Executive Director

November 30, 2015

Robert Aronson

Executive Director

Seneca County Industrial Development Agency
One DiPronio Drive

Waterloo, New York 13165

Dear Mr. Aronson:

Re: Statement in support and opinion of NYSEDC concerning Lago Resort & Casino, LLC

The New York State Economic Development Council is the state’s principal organization representing -
economic development professionals. Our 900 members include the leadership of Industrial
Development Agencies, Local Development Corporations, commercial and investment banks,
underwriters, bond counsels, utilities, chambers of conunerce and private corpotations.

The purpose of NYSEDC is to promote the economic development of the state and its communities,
encourage sound practices in the conduct of regional and statewide development programs, and to
develop education programs that enhance the professional development skills of NYSEDC members.

NYSEDC has been serving New York’s development professionals for more than 40 years. The Board
of Directors and members of NYSEDC represent the highest standards of their profession, and have
unparalleled experience and expertise working with state and local economic development programs.

On July 30, 2013, Governor Cuomo signed the Upstate New York Gaming Development Act of 2013
(the “Gaming Act”), which authorized casino gaming in New York (see Racing, Pari-mutuel, Wagering
and Breeding Law [“PML”IPML §§ 1310, 1311). In adopting the Gaming Act, the Legislature found
casino gaming can “boost economic development, create thousands of well-paying jobs and provide
added revenue to the state” and that “[r]evenue realized from casinos shall be utilized to increase support
for education beyond that of the state’s education formulae and to provide real property tax relief to
localities” (see PML §§ 1300[5], [9]). On December 17, 2014, the Gaming Facility Location Board
selected Lago Resort & Casino, LLC (“Lago”) to apply to the Gaming Commission for a gaming facility

license for Region 5.

We have been advised that Lago has applied to the Seneca County IDA for financial assistance
consistent with the agency’s Uniform Tax Exemption Policy (UTEP) for a project (the "Project™)
consisting of construction on 84 acres of land in Tyre, New York at Thruway Exit 41; an

‘Leadership. Advocacy. Professional Development,

e —————

Wiliam &, Mannix Mamie LaVigne Patrick J. Kely
Jown of tslip IOA Launch NY S§h Llawtence Counly IDA
CHAR VICE-CHAIR SECRETARY
Steven G, Hyde George E, Miner Brign T. McMahon
Genesee Colnly EConormic Scuthem Tiar Economic Growth, inc, EXECUTVE DIRECTOR
Development Center VICE-CRAIR / TREASURER :
CHAIR-ELECT

Judy Set

County of Morroa iDA
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Robert Aronson
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approximately 95,000 square-foot casino containing approximately 95 gaming tables and approximately
2,000 slot machines; plus an additional 75,000 square-feet of support and back of house space; a six-
story, approximately 153,000 square-foot hotel containing approximately 205 rooms; an approximately
12,500 square-foot state-of the art full-service spa; approximately 2,500 square-feet of pool area; an
assortment of restaurants totaling approximately 28,000 square-feet; an approximately 40,000 square-
foot event center; an approximately 4,000 square-foot child care center; concierge service; a parking
garage with parking spaces to accommodate approximately 805 vehicles; surface parking for
approximately 2,403 cars, buses or RVs; an approximately 9,000 square foot central plant including and
adjacent maintenance facility and related amenities (collectively, the "Improvements"); and the
acquisition and installation by the Company in and around the Improvements of certain items of
equipment and other tangible personal property (the "Equipment" and, collectively with the Land and
the Improvements, the "Facility"). We have reviewed the Inducement Resolution of the Seneca County
IDA passed on November 16, 2015 wherein in Section 1 the board found and determined in part that:

(C)  The action to be taken by the Agency will induce financing of the Project, thereby
facilitating the Company’s development of the Project, thereby increasing employment
opportunities in Seneca County, New York, and otherwise furthering the purposes of the Agency
as:set forth in the Act; and

(E)  The Agency hereby finds that, as set forth Section 862(2)(a) of the Act, the
Project is likely to attract a significant number of visitors from outside the economic
development region in which the Project is located, as established by section two-hundred thirty
of the New York State Economic Development Law; and

(F)  The Project will promote and maintain the job opportunities, general prosperity
and economic welfare of the citizens of the County of Seneca and State of New York, improve
their standard of living, and prevent economic deterioration in Seneca County. This Project
represents an opportunity for the arca to bring back some of the thousands of jobs that have left
the area as a result of closings of private and government employers and by letter attached hereto
as Exhibit A was determined to be “within, and coordinated with, the Regional Economic
Development Plan for Seneca County”. We note that the Seneca County Planning Board has
consistently indicated its approval and support through multiple referrals. We note further the
support for the Project from the Rochester Business Alliance, County of Seneca, County of
Wayne, County of Schuyler and Towns of Tyre, Seneca Falls, Waterloo, Romulus, Lodi,
Varrick, and Covert, the project specific zoning unanimously approved by the Town of Tyre
Town Board through a Planned Unit Development and unanimous approval of the Site Plan. The
Agency therefore determines that the Project constitutes a “commercial” facility as contemplated
by the Act, and that the Agency’s grant of assistance to the Project will thereby serve the public
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purposes of the Act. The Agency also finds that the Project is a Recreation Facility as defined by
GML Section 854(9).

NYSEDC has been advised that there are projected to be upwards of 1800 construction jobs and
approximately 1800 permanent jobs once operations commence. NYSEDC is of the opinion that the
Project promotes the goals of the Gaming Act and that the Seneca County IDA is within its authority

“under the IDA Act (GML Atrticle 18-A) to find that this type of for profit project would constitute a
“commercial project” under the IDA Act and would fall within the defined term of “recreational
facility” under the IDA Act.

As the leading trade association for public sector economic developers in New York State, NYSEDC is
pleased to provide this letter of support and request that our oplmons be read into the record at the public
hearing related to the Lago Project.

Sincerely,

(e fle fheloon_

bun/
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Jeffrey A. Dawley
8 Center Street
Waterloo, NY SENECA COUNTY

Industrial Development Agency
One Dipronio Drive
Seneca County Office Blg.

r.aronson@senecacountyida.org
k.kline@senecacountyida.org

November 30, 2015
To the Board of Directors, Seneca County IDA; Lo i Gistn ‘)’

This assistance application for tax breaks etc. for Wilmorite should be scrutinized no differently than any other
applicant. Does it or does it not meet the NY State agency criteria? katee®-a statement from the former chairman of
the board of supervisors in regard to the August 13, 2013 minutes calling for the IDA agency to re-evaluate its
policies for financial support in regard to Seneca Meadows, Inc.
“ Attached is the resolution passed unanimously at that meetlng[?lease note the last paragraph of the resolutxon
opposing the Seneca County’s IDA, a New York State Agency’s grantlng of an exemption: (attached p. 22-23, res.
No.161-13http://www.co.seneca.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Min-2013-08-13-Regular-Board-Meeting-Public-
{Hedring-APPROVED. pdf “/ et
y
Sivmilesly, Seneca County'ﬂfaxpayers could use 100% of the estimated tax money much more than Wilmorite, and if
Wilmorite gets a gaming license, they will not be taking their casino project to another county/state nor will there be
any job losses if this Casino application is not granted, the basis for IDA mission to grant tax incentives.

Words of support from Robert Shipley the first time Wilmot sought tax incentives from the IDA raised the necessity of
this project to offset the delinquent Indian property taxes owed to the county/town of Seneca Falls. If this is such a
burden, why would he or any other legislator be in favor of these tax breaks at all?? Especially from a project that
needs no enticing, and isn’t going anywhere else?

Senator Nozzolio garnering quite a sum of NY state taxpayer money to the tune of 1.2 million dollars to offset the loss
of tax revenue which was given to this County. Shouldn't we be using that money to help lower taxes for the Seneca
Falls taxpayers burdened by the Cayuga Nation land issue? Instead it has been used for projects in Waterloo and for
the 318/414 sewer line which likely will benefit the casino project. Why are we paying for Wilmot's private corporate
monopoly? If licensed, Wilmot will be guaranteed his own monopoly on restaurants, hotel patrons and his profit at all
costs gambling empire.

| question how you can give away(not collect) taxpayer dollars that should be used for the impacts to our community
from the supposed increases in tourism, traffic accidents, crime, and especially the impact that has not been well
documented in regard to problem gambling.

The addition of a potential burden to Seneca County (casino related) should be a factor that taxpayers shouldn’t
have to pay for and tax abatements mean less money into taxes, a benefit only to Wilmorite, but a detriment to
taxpayers.

| also know that Wilmorite's lawyers, Harris Beach, have been historically involved in this Seneca County IDA agency.
This conflict should be a public issue. There will be formal complaints and an investigation will have to be raised on
behalf of this community if people in Seneca County opposed to the granting of any tax breaks etc. for Wilmorite/
Whitetail 414, LLC, or Any agent of Wilmorite or their affiliates get stuck with the county iIDA agency cutting the
taxpayer out of the benefit of 45 million dollars for no apparent reason. Please hear the people of your county, the
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taxpayer's money is not for Wilmorite’s gain. None of the county has agreed to give them anything, and it's up to you
to listen. That is what the public hearings are for, not just an exercise in futility.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Dawley

Jeffrey A. Dawley

8 Center Street

Waterloo, NY SENECA COUNTY
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In Seneca County, the IDA has a track record of using taxpayer dollars
to finance $90M worth of bonds and $5M in sales tax exemptions for
Seneca Meadows' expansion—a project that would have occurred
without IDA incentive, anyway. oull

Now they've voted to give away $45.3M more of yo'crr money in tax
incentives—this time to Wilmorite, a wealthy corporation that owns
shopping malls throughout New York State and whose gain comes at
the expense of higher taxes for others, including those more
deserving.

What's worse, as outlined by Allison Stokes (FLT, 2/25/15), is that
these IDA payments to Wilmorite would last for a period of 20 years,
effectively turning County taxpayers into co-signers on a long-term
loan for a project that banks apparently deem too risky to approve on
its own merits.

In other words, will taxpayers be stuck with picking up the tab as they
did for JPMorgan and other "too big to fail" banks?

As David Cay Johnston, a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter and author
of three books on financial inequalities, said: "IDAs and other state
and local corporate welfare for businesses now cost $900 a year for
every U.S family of four.”

As reasoning for their actions, the Seneca County IDA points to a
report they commissioned that concluded that the financial benefits
to the town and county would be $1.8 billion, or a benefit-to-cost
ratio of nearly 52 to 1.

But if the benefits are indeed this great, why don’t the banks see it
this way? The only one who's guaranteed lower taxes out of this deal
would be Wilmot.

558




559




Perhaps they’'ve read "Gambling in America: Costs and Benefits,”
generally viewed as the definitive study of this topic, wherein the
author Earl Grinols estimates that every dollar of economic gain from
casinos is offset by three dollars of economic loss.

The story of recently failed casinos up and down the Atlantic
seaboard has been one of taxpayer bailouts, whether it's to bail out
the seller or to help fund a new buyer.

The casinos cannot now operate without government subsidies and
have become "welfare queens." This is an ironic reversal of what was
supposed to produce jobs and income for residents, who now instead
have to support the industry with their tax dollars.

And if Wilmorite were to default on a loan, it wouldn’t be the first
time. City of Rochester officials say that Wilmorite was delinquent for
a period of over a decade in owing them over $20 million (See D&C,
2/12/12).

For these reasons and more, Seneca County citizens on January 29 --
myself included -- overwhelmingly disapproved of any amount of
taxpayer money being given to Wilmorite in what has become just
one more of the IDA’s growing list of sham public hearings that is
endorsed and abetted by our elected County officials.

So here you are, at it again, after previously ignoring the will of the
people. Shame on you for even re-considering giving my money to
Wilmorite.

Sincerely,
Glen Silver, President, Concerned Citizens of Seneca County
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~ Lawe( Shoenmaker -

Our family resides in a neighboring town to the proposed site of the Wilmorite Casino
Lago. We are strongly opposed to this project, its location, and any tax incentive
packages that might be in considerat'ion for it. It will undermine, not only Tyre's, but the
surrounding area's economy as well.
I would like to reference the IDA Act GML Article 18-A--you are probably familiar with
1t It is my understanding that casinos are not included in the IDA Act, and therefore
shouldn't be allowed, not even considered for any financial assistance. As far as the
"Centerpiece Destination" reference from the Attachment to the Lago Application, Lago's
casino location and the 'casino model' disqualifies it from being a "Tourism Destination"
(IDA Act GML Article 18-A). For location, the Lago project is nowhere near any state
line to attract out-of-state tourists. As for the "casino model", it relies on 50-70% repeat
customers to exist. This percentage of repeat customers would be locals frequenting this
locale, not out-of-towners. Lago would be nothing more than a "convenience" casino
once the shine wears off.
When you think of "destination" resort, what sights and sound and smells come to mind?
Typically, a dump, a truck stop, and the NYS thruway wouldn't be at the forefront of your
mind.
The Catskill's Sullivan Montreign Casino location is a true "destination" location of our -
state. This is the casino that Wilmot's attachment references at the bottom of page 3,
when "comparing the impacts and assessing financial assistance"...as vague as all that is,

- it is a poor comparison. Sullivan County's Montreign casino isn't stealing 50-70% of the
patrons from the nearby gaming facilities as Lago would be, being nothing more than

another thruway casino. Multiple casinos within a 22-75 mile radius of the proposed
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Lago location, are already readily available to those looking to patronize a casino. It
seems one of the only true similarities between the proposed Lago and the Montreign, is
the search for tax breaks. Who doesn't like a good tax break?

The proposed Lago casino has been strategically placed to draw from the NYS Thruway.
Every vehicle that would otherwise turn right and enter our growing Finger Lakes
Region, will now go left to the casino. The goal of casinos: keeping patrons there... as
stated in the Town of Tyre's CGR report, page 22, and I quote, "the casinos business
model relies on retaining customers on site." That doesn't sound like a statement
reflecting genuine concern for the economic development and growth of the surrounding
area.

This IDA deal has been tainted by conflicts of interest since Shawn Griffen, Wilmorite's
counsel, worked this deal while acting as counsel for the Seneca county IDA.
Meanwhile, Lago did not disclose any tax breaks in their application, selling their project
as, "being a taxpayer"...(this can be found in the Fayette Town Board meeting minutes).
FOILed documents reveal that at this time lucrative tax breaks were being negotiated for
Wilmot.

For all of these reasons, the gaming commission would do well to NOT award a license
to Lago and for this evening, with all due respect, it would behoove you, the IDA, to be
gutsy and discard any inclination you may have had; DO NOT give any tax breaks to

Wilmorite-Casino Lago.
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Good Evening, My name is Desiree Dawley and | am here tonight to oppose the Lago
Financial Assistance package, essentially a repeat of the January - February
Application. | would like to address a few questionable aspects of this “deal.”

| would like this Board to explain the discounted IDA fee? What is the reason for giving
one of the richest developers in the country a discount on the fee? Because Mr.
Wilmot's lawyer is the IDA's regular lawyer, may | suggest that may have caused undue
influence?

Banishing Shawn Giriffin and Harris Beach from the new application does not cure the
conflict. This is essentially the same old deal that his firm negotiated for Lago while it

was counsel to the IDA. The ethical taint remains.

The IDA was created to support economic development in Seneca County. The IDA fee
is essential to supporting those efforts. And the largest project and associated tax
breaks in the county’s history could mean grants or loans to small businesses and
numerous other ways to support other people of this county. But instead this Board has
given Wilmot a 75% discount. Why? What is the reason? There's no mention of any

need for this discount in the Lago State application so why are giving to him?

It appears that the only one getting lower taxes from this casino project is Mr. Wilmot’s
Lago project. His signs claiming lower taxes should be changed to lower taxes for
LAGO.

This whole redo is entirely disappointing and a real slap in the face to area taxpayers
who were sold something very different than what we see here tonight, and | hope you
the IDAywill say no to the assistance for Wilmot’s casino project.

Desiree Dawley
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Industrial Development Agency

One Dipronio Drive

Seneca County Office Blg.

r.aronson@senecacountyida.org

k.kline@senecacountyida.org November 30, 2015

To the board members of the Seneca County Industrial Development Agency:

My name is Tom Meyers and | am objecting to ANY financial assistance to be given to Wilmorite
or any of its agents in any form, be it loans, lease backs, tax abatements, elimination, reduction
or any partial or deferred payment of the actual fairly assessed mortgage tax, sales and/or
town/county tax or any such pilot agreements offered through the Seneca County Industrial
Development Agency. '

When a private corporation has been petitioned to the courts for failure to complete a state
mandated review designed to protect our water and natural resources but instead, makes
monetary bribes to avoid the Judicial system, this should be a “red flag” to our local officials who
should not assist them in any way, especially financially.

The attached copy outlines the bribe made by Wilmorite attorney Shawn Giriffin to the ten
petitioners of the Article 78 lawsuit reported in the Finger Lakes Times November 16, 2015
exposing Wilmorite for their offer of “hush money,” an attempt to avoid a proper NY State review
and squash the opposition to his boss’s casino project. The same Harris Beach Attorney
representing the Seneca County IDA in negotiating a tax break while representing Wilmorite is a
glaring conflict of interest! That corporation should not get any assistance.

On July 10, 2015 the courts ultimately ruled that indeed, Wilmot’s environmental review was
flawed and every single approval for the casino was vacated - the same suit that Wilmot’s
attorney Shawn Griffen tried to squash. As a result, another review was commenced. This time
Wilmot's paid professionals skirted every request by the neighborhood residents to avoid any
further studies which would merely protect the residents. What are they afraid of?

In fact further review and study would ensure that the casino impacts of estimated 9000 visitors
per day to a small rural community of 900 residents would protect residents from permanent
risks to their safety and property but instead, Wilmot would rather go to court a second time for
ignoring glaring adverse impacts. | caution the IDA to review the character of this applicant, and
his unwillingness to stand behind his word to the public saying he would be a “good neighbor”
and a “taxpayer.” Check out his track record of failed and unpaid projects, in particular the
Sibley building blight that stuck the city of Rochester for 18 million dollars of back taxes because
of a (quote)“deal” and loophole cut with the city. ‘

Thank you,
Tom Meyers
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This document (email copy) is only to be used as supporting the statements
made in our press release to the Finger Lakes Times in regard to the Article 78
Petition decision dated September 18, 2014. Any other use will have to be
approved by Casino Free Tyre’s Attorney.

Date: August 7,2014 at 12:29 PM
From: "Douglas H. Zamelis, Esq."
Subject: ***Report of Settlement Offer From Wilmorite***
Dear Desiree, Jim, Other Petitioners,

I received call yesterday while I was in New York about to argue a case from Shawn Harris, “lead
attorney” for Wilmorite. He asked me “Is there anything that your clients might consider to settle the
matter, or are they dead set on litigating the matter to judgment”. He said to me “If there is any way
you can put on your real estate attorney hat instead of your litigator hat, then I’'m [Harris] the guy to
talk to”. Itold him that I would pass along his offer to the petitioners and that I would get back to him.,
But I called him back this morning to feel him out further. Harris responded by saying that he has
not discussed specifics with his client but he is confident Wilmorite would be willing, in exchange
for withdrawing the suit, to purchase petitioners’ properties and grant each person a life estate
that would allow possession and residence on the property for the remainder of the petitioners’

Then another try again on 8/26 at 10:10pm the night before the hearing:
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From: Shawn M. Griffin [mailto:SGriffin@HarrisBeach.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2014 10:10 PM
To: <dzamelis@windstream.net>

Subject: Re: Dawley v. Whitetail 414, LL.C - Index No. 48435

Ps. For settlement purposes only and not to be used in litigation - if one or more of your clients
wants to sell we will have individual discussions. You do not need all to agree to discuss this
with us. We do not need the additional lands but want a favorable outcome for all willing to
work with us. If any of your clients want to discuss before the judge issues his decision please
call me to discuss. Once a decision is rendered we will proceed as directed and will not have
further interest in this concept. Your call as my client wants to minimize any local concerns.

Shawn Griffin Harris Beach PLLC 585-750-7364 sgriffin@harrisbeach.com

**Minimizing Local concerns should not be dependent on following the law.
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November 30th, 2015

This new Seneca County IDA application For Financial Assistance for the Lago
project suffers from the same fundamental deficiency as the first one. Originally,
Lago’s application represented on its face that Lago’s financing was 100% in
place. Now the most recent application is worded differently, with no

explanation for the change.

Lago does not need these benefits to proceed. Because these benefits are not
necessary to induce the development, there is no justification under the law for
the IDA to award benefits. These benefits simply would serve a private rather

than public purpose.

According to the Location Board in December when the recommendation was
made, one of the reasons for the board’s decision was because of their stellar

financing that they submitted to the state Gaming commission for a license.

Wouldn’t it be contrary to your mission as an Industrial Development Agency to

give incentives to a project who stated that they didn’t need assistance?
Thank you,

Catharine Strong
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activity throughout the region and serve as a catalyst for unifying the diverse communities throughout this
region. The project will attract a significant number of visitors from outside the economic development
region that includes Seneca County and as such meets the criteria for a “Tourism Destination” under the
IDA Act (GML Article 18-A).

Lago Resort & Casino is prepared to commence construction — employing a New York State contractor -
within one week of being awarded a casino license. Lago is shovel-ready, has completed the necessary
environmental review under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (now for a second time)
and has received all local approvals required for construction. In addition, a project labor agreement
[PLA) has been entered into with the Finger Lakes Building Trades Council and its 19 affiiated labor unions
to ensure efficient, safe, quality, and timely completion of the project, guaranteeing the employment of
local fradespeople.

As part of the 2014 Town Approvdis: (i) the Tyre Town Board voted unanimously in support of a resolution
supporting the project; (i) the Tyre Town Board also unanimously approved the proposed development
plan, site plan and mitigation plan. All potential impacts were addressed to the Town's satisfaction.
Unfortunately, on July 10, 2015 the Appeliate Division Fourth Department reversed the decision of Supreme
Court (Justice W. Patrick Falvey) causing the Tyre Town Board to revisit its SEQRA review and Town
approvals. After several months and millions of dollars of additional studies and analysis the Tyre Town
‘Board has again passed a negative declaration and reinstituted all related Town approvals. With this new
action by the Town, Lago is asking the Seneca County IDA to grant its Project approvals.

Lago Resort & Casino not only has the support of our host community, Town of Tyre, it has the strong support
of the Seneca County Board of Supervssors the ieneco Coum‘y Town Boards of Covert, Lodi, Seneca Falls,
SRR PERIRSIRS IR e

Varick, and Waterloo. Lago is olsm sfrongﬁy supporied by the SChuyler C}oumy Legislature and Wayne
County Board of Supervisors. .

i

§§§ s B o v
In addition to the overwhelming supé@r’r from{fﬁ\e : nkpent: chgo has the support of the Seneca
County Chamber of Commerce,”}« .; ory Cc»%}nmwi ourismithe (bchesfer Business Alliance; and,
virtually every local union dffiliate; é L.over *’i@ Lgc i nerigs, breweries, distileries have also

committed their strong support for the prOJeCT The Seneco CoiJnTy Planining Depariment has confirmed
this Project is consistent with the Reglonal Plan., 54

with the requested financial assistance in place, 100 percent of the financing for construction and
operations of the Lago Resort & Casino's gaming facility is in place such that the improvements can be
completely constructed in 18 months from when the date the Gaming Commission issues the license to
Lago as recommended by the Faciiity Location Board on December 17, 2014, All gaming related program
arecs, restaurants and structured parking will be open within 14 months of being awarded a casino license.
All other facilities, including the hotel and spa, will be completed and open within 18 months of license
approval,

Once completed and opened, Lago's full-service casino will be a tourist attraction featuring 85 table
games and 2,000 slot machines. As reflected in the Benefit Cost analysis done by Shepstone Management
dated January 8, 2015 (the "Cost Benefit Analysis”), (Copy attached) Lago will generate new marketing to
promote visiting the Finger Lakes region, $80mm annually in gaming taxes, $6.5+mm in annual gaming tax
revenues for Seneca County and Town of Tyre to share, and $6.5+mm in gaming tax revenues for the other
counties in Region 5 to share. Nearly ten percent of the casino's customers are pro;ecfed to come from
out-of-state.

While approximately half of the first-year gaming revenue is expected to be drawn from existing New York
gaming facilities {21 percent from existing New York racinos and 30 percent from current New York Native
American faciliies), the other half is forecasted to be new gambling revenue to New York State, including
14 percent that will be "repatriated" from gambling facilities outside of New York. This data was disclosed
in Lago's application to the Gaming Commission, was disclosed in the 2014 application to the Seneca
County IDA and has become the basis upon which the Oneida Indian Gaming Company and Finger Lakes
Gaming have funded ad campaigns and lawsuits designed to interfere with the Project. The Gaming Act
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Lago Resort & Casino Application Exhibits

capture not just the meaning of the ltalian kago in what we're creating, but redlly the essence of
Lago as well, Lago brings together the Finger Lakes and the vineyards and acts as a gateway
drawing upon and adding to the rich history of tourism in the area including Mark Twain country In
Chemung County, lthaca Gorges, Watkins Glen park and raceway, Corning Museum of Glass. It
merges rural, agricultural and suburban with a small town feeling yet blg time attraction.

Lago's design Is not the result of accldent or coincldence, nor was it created in a vacuum, It is the
outcome of six months of working with and listening to local residents and businesses. The facilities
are designed to reflect the charm and character of the [ake and wine region which will be Lago’s
home. They are designed as low-rise structures, a good distance away from surrounding residential
and agricultural areas, with plentiful green space on the property. The project will contract with the
local dairy farm to buy energy created by the celebrated manure bio-digester process at
Lawnhurst Farms and incorporate LEED design features.

Lago Resort & Casino will attract tourists from near (Rochester, Syracuse, the Southern Tier} and far
{New York City, Long Island, the Hudson Vailley, as well as Pennsylvania, Ohio and Canada). It is
designed as a centerpiece destination resort - working In partnership with local businesses, arts and
entertainment venues, historic and recreational sites — thot will create thousands of new jobs,
significantly boost economic activity throughout the region and serve as a catalyst for unifying the
diverse communities throughout this region.

The vision - simple yet expansive — is for Lago Resort & Casino to become the centerpiece of the
region, attracting new visitors and delivering qudlity services and a valuable entertainment
experience in a comfortable environment which will keep visitors returning again and again.

Lago Resort & Casino is prepared to commence construction — employing a New York State
contractor - within one week of being awarded a casino license. Lago is shovel-ready, has
completed the State's SEQR process and has received all locdl approvals required for construction.
In addition, a project labor agreement {PLA) has been entered into with the Finger Lakes Building
Trades Council and its 19 affiliated labor unions to ensure efficient, safe, quality, and timely
completion of the project, guaranteeing the employment of locdt tradespeople.

The Town Board of Tyre voted unanimously in support of a resolution supporting the project. The
Tyre Town Board also unanimously approved the proposed development plan, site plan and host
community agreement, All potential impacts were addressed to the Town's satisfaction.

Lago Resort & Casino not only has the support of our host community, Tyre, we have the strong
support of the Seneca County Board of Supetrvisors, the Seneca County Town Boards of Covert,
Lodi, Seneca Falls, Varick, and Waterloo. Lago is dlso strongly supported by the Schuyler County
Legislature and Wayne County Board of Supervisors.

In addition to the overwhelming support from the local govemments, Lago has the support of the
Seneca County Chamber of Commerce, IDA and Advisory Commission on Tourism; the Rochester
Business Alliance; and, virtually every local union afflliate, Well over 100 local businesses, winerles,
brewerles, distilleries have also commiited their strong support for the project. The Seneca County
Fianning Department has confirmed this project is consistent with the Regional Plan,

With 100 percent of financing for construction and operations fully in place, Lago Resort & Casino's
gaming facility can be complstely constructed in 18 months. All gaming related program areas,
restaurants and structured parking will be open within 14 months of being awarded a casino
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| am a resident of the town of Tyre and a taxpayer to the Waterloo School District and am
strongly opposed to the proposed casino plan. There are two main taxpayer concerns | would
like to get into the record tonight for your consideration which are the casino’s Community
Mitigation Plan and the IDA taxpayer revenue giveaway.

The Proposed Wilmot casino project located in the taxing jurisdiction of Waterloo School District
has a large potential to be a detriment to the tax base to the communities of all three school
districts of which Tyre residents pay their school taxes.(Clyde-Savannah, Waterloo, Seneca
Falls)

With Wilmot using a small town like Tyre, a town that uses 3 school districts to ship the kids off
to school, shouldn’t the “Plan” be broader than the town of Tyre when it comes to paying for
casino impacts?

The Community Mitigation Plan was based on a Center for Governmental Research report, a
report which appears to be highly deficient in its analysis of impacts to Tyre, NY and the
surrounding towns involved. It's not really a third party document when the Lago lawyer, Shawn
Griffen is involved in the content of the report, potentially tainting the report. He has also been a
party to the IDA negotiations as counsel for IDA and Wilmorite, a blatant conflict.

Where are the school impacts? Where are the costs to the county in services? Why was the
original HCA in 2014 written behind closed doors, with Shawn Griffen, Wilmot’s attorney having
asay? Wilmot paid for the CGR report relied upon to create the CMP which in effect creates a
biased outcome.

The “Plan” fails to address any social impact mitigation other than what is required by NYS
Gaming commission Laws. It seriously underestimates the cost to our tax paying base in regard
to the student population impacts, school programs and subsidized programs, all of which will
cost our county, and nearby counties as well. '

The majority of casino jobs are listed as low wage jobs, which will impact costs for services and
inevitably create significant costs to our county, extra costs to schools, and extra costs
ultimately to the people of Seneca County and the region.

Tyre is the only town that receives any shared gaming tax revenue which is guaranteed to be 2
million dollars a year, but the town is so small that other nearby towns who will likely experience
impacts get no money from the taxes. It would be irresponsible for you to give away our tax
dollars to Wilmot.

So in response to a tax break for Wilmot’s project the risk to taxpayers is too great. | request
that you get further studies that include these costs per student, costs to our social services and
keep 100% of our tax money in order to protect our community. Wilmot claims lower taxes,
make him prove it and give the taxpayers the full benefit, no tax breaks for Wiimot.
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IDA Public Comment for Lago Casino Financial Assistance
November 30, 2015
Hello,

My name is Richard Barner and | am a resident of Tyre and a Seneca
County and Waterloo School taxpayer. I'm here today to speak on behalf
of the financial assistance application before us tonight from the proposed

Lago Casino.

Wilmot's casino doesn’t qualify. It doesn’t matter what their
representatives and lawyers try to call the project it's a “casino,” any way
you look at it. Just because they reference wishful reasons in their

attachment to their application doesn’t make it so.

Wilmot's Lago casino is not a “project” as it must be under the statute for
the IDA to approve benefits. Lago’s insistence that it is in fact a “project”
does not make it so, and Amended Petition which you have a copy of in
the record tonight, lays out the reasons, still applicable here, why it is not
a project. So, the IDA is acting unlawfully, outside of its jurisdiction.

Thank you for listening,

Richard Barner
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IDA Hearing
November 30", 2015
Tyre Fire House
Allison Stokes, Seneca Falls

I begin my remarks tonight by briefly mentioning my experience of this
morning, because it is relevant to the subject of IDA assistance for the proposed

$425,000,000 gambling casino in the tiny rural community of Tyre.

On Thursday 1 celebrated Thanksgiving with family in Virginia. Today I
drove home from Williamsport, PA, up Route 15 and through Watkins Glen, where
I picked up Route 414. Driving up the east side of Seneca Lake was stunningly
beautiful with clear blue sky and deep blue water. The road in Seneca County
brought me past corn and hay fields, barns and silos, and many vineyards.

For a short time Rte. 414 merged with Rte. 96. 1 thought of the Seneca
County IDA controlled land near there with the White Deer herd so many people
from near and far are trying valiantly to protect for eco-tourism. There is no other
like it in the entire world.

A short time later I passed a team of 4 horses pulling a plow, driven by an
Amish farmer, and trotting down the road near there was an Amish horse-drawn
buggy. There were cows in pastures, laundry on lines, farm stands with Open
signs, greenhouses, a wind turbine and even a small, roadside shed a solar panel.

Over the canal bridge I entered the Seneca Falls Heritage Area, turned left
down Fall Street, and past the Hall of Fame and the Women’s Rights National
Park. There were restaurants, the Gould Hotel, Microtel, and after turning north on
414 were the Hampton Inn and Holiday Inn. Whatever it might have been in days
past, it is a place that is in economic distress or desperately in need of the
economic assistance from a casino developer.

As I drove north toward Tyre on Rte. 414 dead ahead was the Seneca
Mountain of garbage, misnamed “Seneca Meadows,” and often emitting noxious
odors. I passed the huge Petro Center, then over the NY Thruway, and finally to
the newly paved entrance to the yet-to-be-licensed gambling casino.

Tom Wilmot and the IDA claim that Lago will be a “destination resort.” In
this setting—beside the thruway, overlooking Petro, down street from a smelly
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landfill —that will never happen. Amidst the beauty of Seneca County, only a
gambling casino will draw patrons there-- a quick on and off the thruway for many

of them.

The front page story in today’s FLT is relevant here. The headline reads:
“Horn to NYC Mayor: Don’t Send Trash Here.” Reporter David Shaw quotes
from a letter written 10 days ago from Geneva City Manager Matt Horn to Mayor
de Blasio. Horn writes that the proposed 3.3 billion dollar transaction between
NYC and Seneca Meadows:

“...has the potential to destroy the brand that the Finger Lakes, Geneva and
our sister communities have worked so hard to develop and preserve.”

Indeed, as I travelled 414, I thought about how all that we have worked so
hard to develop and preserve is threatened by Tom Wilmot’s gambling casino. By
giving him taxpayer provided “incentives,” the IDA is in collusion with him.

The IDA is comprised of a board made up almost exclusively of men who are not
elected. They are not representative of the people and are not accountable to the

people.

Moreover, the Board has no interest in listening to the testimony of
opponents to the gambling casino. I learned this from the IDA’s January 29", 2015
hearing on their first Incentive Resolution for Tom Wilmot. Only one board
member and the Ex. Dir. attended that hearing. They then ignored the majority
testimony against their proposed incentive resolution.

The Seneca County IDA now, once again, wrongfully proposes to give
public assistance to a wealthy man for his private benefit. From the incredible
amount of money he has spent promoting Lago, it is more than clear that Tom
Wilmot needs absolutely no incentive to build a gambling casino to Seneca
Country,

The IDA was formed to bring industrial development to S.C., using
incentives. It was not formed for promoting tourism. This is an important point.

The Seneca County Board of Supervisors at its last meeting once again

designated the Chamber of Commerce as the county’s TPA, or Tourism Promotion
Agency.
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I want to read to you what the Executive Director of the Chamber told an
interviewer in the summer of 2013, about 2 years ago. This was at a time when the
issue of bringing Vegas-style casinos to the state was already slated to be on the
ballot in the fall and was already being widely publicly discussed, including in
Seneca County and including at the Chamber of Commerce.

Jeff Shipley spoke with the founder of the Institute for American Values,
David Blankenhorn. Blankenhorn quotes him as saying:

“...most Seneca County merchants and business leaders oppose casino expansion,
Casino gambling impoverishes people...and ‘we already have poor people.”

The interviewer goes on to say:

“He reported a ‘strong general feeling’ against Indian-sponsored gambling in the
region, and said that casino gambling sponsored by New York State would not
help, and would likely hurt, the local businesses whose owners are Chamber of
Commerce members. People going to casinos means that those people are ‘not
going to our restaurants’ and ‘not going to our shops.” He also pointed out that
many leaders in politics and business now stress the importance of ‘sustainability.’
They regularly urge sustainable agriculture, sustainable economic growth, and
sustainable business models. Casinos move us in the opposite direction: ‘Casinos
are not sustainable anything.”””

Jeff Shipley’s words are published in this report. (Show)

Mr. Shipley had it exactly right before he flip-flopped.

'New York’s Promise, Why Sponsoring Casinos Is a Regressive Policy Unworthy of a
Great State, Institute for American Values, 2013, p, 123 (from Chapter 8, “New York’s
Wonderful Life” about Seneca Falls).
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